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Vitra Haus.

Since no interior space was
available for the presentation
of the new Home Collection on
the Vitra Campus in Weil am
Rhein, the company
commissioned Basel-based
architects Herzog & de Meuron
in 2006 to design the VitraHaus.
Thanks to its exposed location
and striking appearance it
assumes the important role of
marking the Vitra Campus.

The projections of the individual
12 houses float up to 15
breathtaking metres over each
other, creating a “stack of
houses” that almost looks
chaotic. At 57 metres long, 54
metres wide and 21.3 metres tall,
the VitraHaus towers over the
other buildings on the Campus
and not only provides an
overview of the Vitra Home
Collection, but also a view of the
surrounding areas, near and far.

The complexity of the interior space arises not only from the angular
intersection of the individual houses but also from the integration of a second
geometrical concept. All of the staircases are integrated into expansive,
winding organic volumes that figuratively eat their way through the various
levels of the building like a worm, sometimes revealing fascinating visual
relationships between the various houses, at other times blocking the view.
The interior walls are finished in white in order to give priority to the furniture
displays.

With maximum dimensions of 187 feet in length, 177 feet in width and
69.8 feet in height, the VitraHaus rises above the other buildings on the
Vitra Campus. The deliberate intention was not to create a horizontal
building, the common type for production facilities, but rather a
vertically oriented structure with a small footprint, which grants an
overview in multiple senses: an overview of the surrounding landscape
and the factory premises, but also an overview of the Home Collection.
Just as interior and exterior spaces interpenetrate, so do two types of
forms: the orthogonal-polygonal, as perceived from the exterior, and
the organic, which produces a series of spatial surprises in the interior -
a 'secret world' (in the words of Herzog & de Meuron) with a suggestive,
almost labyrinthine character. On their path through the five stories,
visitors traverse the Vitra Home cosmos, ultimately returning to their
starting point.
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The concept of the VitraHaus connects the theme of the archetypal
house and the theme of stacked volumes. The primary purpose of the
five-storey building is to present furnishings and objects for the
home. Due to the proportions and dimensions of the interior spaces -
the architects use the term 'domestic scale'. The individual 'houses’,
which have the general characteristics of a display space, are
conceived as abstract elements. With just a few exceptions, only the
gable ends are glazed, and the structural volumes seem to have been
shaped with an extrusion press. Stacked into a total of five stories
and breathtakingly cantilevered up to 49 feet in some places, the
twelve houses, whose floor slabs intersect the underlying gables,
create a three-dimensional assemblage - a pile of houses that, at
first glance, has an almost chaotic appearance.

The charcoal color of the exterior stucco skin unifies the structure,
'‘earths’ it and connects it to the surrounding landscape. Like a smalli,
vertically layered city, the VitraHaus functions as an entryway to the
Campus. A wooden plank floor defines an open central area, around
which five buildings are grouped: a conference area, an exhibition
space for the chair collection of the Vitra Design Museum and a
conglomerate comprising the Vitra Design Museum Shop, the lobby
with a reception area and cloakroom, and a café with an outdoor
space. A lift takes visitors to the fourth storey, where the circular tour
begins.

The VitraHaus has a daytime view and a night
time view. In the evening, the perspective is
reversed. During the day, one gazes out of the
VitraHaus into the landscape, but when
darkness falls, the illuminated interior of the
building glows from within, while its physical
structure seems to dissipate. The rooms open
up; the glazed gable ends turn into display
cases that shine across the Vitra Campus and
into the surrounding countryside.
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West 57th street e un progetto che si trova a Manhattan, New York,
commissionato dai Durst Fetner Residential, realizzato dal BIG groupe. | lavori di
costruzione si sono svolti tra 2010-2016. Ledificio € un complesso residenziale,
con 750 unita immobiliari, su 35 piani e si sviluppa in un'area di I'area di 80.000
m2. 0gni appartamento si affaccia a sud, sulla baia del fiume Hudson e
presenta dei balconi angolari.

E soprannominato “courtscraper”, per la particolarita di unire 'edificio a corte
danese con il tradizionale grattacielo di New York, cercando di combinare |
vantagegi di entrambi: compattezza ed efficienza, con il senso di sicurezza e
ariosita. Per la sua particolarita, I'edificio e subito notabile ed e diventato un
“biglietto da visita” di Manhattan. Il tetto inclinato, molto visibile, & costituito
da una semplice superficie con venature, ed e "bucato” da delle terrazze. Data la
pendenza, aiuta a non accumulare acuga piovana e asseconda la vista sul fiume
per gli edifici attorno, come la Helena tower.

Il materiale principale utilizzato e il calcestruzzo. E' presente una piastra di
cemento sotto il 34° piano, con delle travi per accogliere le testate di facciata di
ogni piano e per gli ultimi 10 piani una struttura in acciaio.
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CONCEPT DEL PROGETTO |
J ]
Sono arrivati alla forma, unendo due parallelepipedi. Hanno poi scavato |a parte centrale, !
cosi da creare |a tipica corte interna e deciso di alzare 3 degli angoli del blocco (altezza e
massima 137m). La forma cambia in base al punto in cui si trova l'osservatore: pud HiH | T‘“L
sembrare una piramide, oppure una grande guglia di vetro. DETTAGLIO BALCONI ANGOLARI ' ' \I/
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