
Information Boards and Plaques 
(http://www.chester-le-street-heritage.org/page2.html) 

 

Chester-le-Street Heritage Trail is a walk around the 2000 year old history of this market town, visiting sites of Roman 

occupation, Christian heritage and Victorian industry. Take in the character and history of the buildings and sites as 

you enjoy your tour.  

There are eight Information Boards which have been placed at significant locations around the town, they provide 

details and some photographs outlining the history of that particular area. In addition there are Information 

Discs/Plaques attached  to Buildings or places of notable importance.  

 

Information Boards and Information Plaques: examples 

 

BOARD N. 2: The Parish Church and Anker’s House stand at the centre 

of the Roman fort.  

 

The Lindisfarne community, seeking a base closer to their land 

holdings in southern Northumbria, were given the old Roman fort of 

Chester-le-Street by Guthred, Viking King of York, in 883. Here they 

founded the Church, having brought with them the body of Saint 

Cuthbert, the Lindisfarne Gospels and the head of the martyred King 

Oswald. During the next hundred years Chester-le-Street became a 

centre of pilgrimage and learning throughout Europe. The original 

wooden church was replaced with a stone building using the available 

Roman and Anglo-Saxon stones. The building evolved throughout the 

centuries and now contains the unique Lindisfarne Gospels window.  

A further distinctive feature of the Church is an original anchorite’s 

cell, one of only a few in the country. This is now a museum 

displaying locally found Saxon crosses and Roman relics.  

The Church spire is 48 metres high (159 feet) and is the highest in the 

Durham Palatinate.  

High Chare and Low Chare mark the perimeter walls of the Roman camp. A gateway into the camp was in Middle 

Chare and the Roman civilian settlement was beyond the boundary wall of High Chare. In the 19th century the area 

around the Chares was densely populated and included both schools and places of worship. The original building of 

the 1901 National School is within the present Parish Centre which replaced the traditional Church Institute.  

 

 

PLAQUE N. 36:  Methodist Church & Schoolrooms  

In 1902 the Primitive Methodist Central Chapel was opened, adjoining the 

 Schoolrooms  built in 1886. In 1980 the Methodist Churches of the town 

 amalgamated in this Church.  The site was formerly the house and gardens  of 

one of the most prominent employers in the North East of England. The  Murray 

family of Murray’s Engineering Works donated the land behind their  house for 

the building of a schoolroom in 1886. In 1901 the Murray’s  house was 

demolished and the Methodist Church was built adjoining the  schoolrooms. 

 The School Rooms were rebuilt in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

YOUR TASK: 

Design the Information Boards and Plaques 

for the cycle path you are planning for "Foppa in Pista" project! 
 

 


